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Welcome, Young Explorer!

Have you ever looked at a car and wondered what makes it zoom down the road? 
Or stared up at an airplane and asked yourself how something so unbelievably 
heavy can soar through the sky? Or held your smartphone and marvelled at the 
tiny miracle in your hand? You, my friend, are a natural scientist, and this is the 
book for you!

This book is going to take you on an extraordinary journey inside the machines, 
gadgets, and systems that make our modern world work. From the humble 
bicycle to satellites orbiting thousands of kilometres above your head, every 
invention has a fascinating story to tell, a story of clever people who saw 
problems and used curiosity, creativity, and determination to solve them.

A machine is anything that uses energy to do a job. Machines make our lives 
safer, easier, faster, and more enjoyable. People invented machines because they 
asked the most important question in science: 'I wonder how...?' Every great 
invention started with those three words. And here is the most exciting thing: the 
greatest inventions in history have not been made yet. They will be made by the 
next generation of curious, creative thinkers, a generation that includes YOU.

As you read this book, look for connections between different machines. Notice 
how airplanes and wind turbines both use wing shapes. See how the same 
Newton's Third Law powers both rockets and garden hoses. Spot how electricity 
appears in almost everything. These connections are the language of 
engineering, and when you start seeing them, you are thinking like an inventor.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Each chapter covers one amazing machine or technology. You will find: 

Clear, simple explanations of how it works

A step-by-step breakdown of the process 

A Fun Fact Box with surprising information

A Did You Know? Box with amazing history 

A Try It Yourself! hands-on activity

A Vocabulary Box with important new words 

A Quiz to test your new knowledge 

Illustration guides for each concept

Read chapters in any order, jump to what interests you most! And when you 
finish the whole book, take the Final Challenge Quiz at the end to earn your 
Certificate of Completion.
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CHAPTER 1

HOW CARS WORK

Have you ever watched a car zoom past and wondered what magic makes it go? 
Cars are extraordinary machines with nearly 30,000 parts working together in 
perfect harmony. At the heart of every car is the ENGINE, the powerful machine 
that turns fuel into motion.

The engine works by burning fuel inside chambers called CYLINDERS. When 
gasoline mixes with air and a spark ignites it, a small controlled explosion occurs! 
This pushes a PISTON downward, and all those pistons moving together spin a 
rod called the CRANKSHAFT, which ultimately turns the wheels. This is why it is 
called an 'internal combustion engine', combustion means burning, and it happens 
INSIDE!

Of course, making the car move is only part of the story. You need to STEER it 
with the steering wheel, which uses a system of gears and rods to turn the front 
wheels. And when it is time to stop, BRAKES press special pads against the 
spinning wheels, creating FRICTION that slows everything down. The harder you 
press the brake pedal, the more friction, and the faster the car stops.

Step by Step: How It Happens
1. Press the start button, electricity from the battery wakes up the engine. 2. 

Fuel from the fuel tank is pumped into the engine's cylinders.

3. A spark plug creates a tiny spark, igniting the fuel-and-air mixture. 

4. The small explosion pushes each piston downward powerfully.

5. The pistons turn the crankshaft, which spins the transmission.

6. The transmission selects the right gear and sends power to the driveshaft.

7. The driveshaft spins the wheels, and the car moves! Press the brake to 
slow friction pads against the wheels and stop safely.

7



FUN FACT!

A modern car has around 30,000 separate parts! If you laid all those parts 
end to end, they would stretch for many kilometres. Engineers spend years 
designing each part to work perfectly with all the others.

DID YOU KNOW?

The very first gasoline-powered automobile was built by Karl Benz in Germany 
in 1885. It had three wheels, no roof, and could only reach about 16 km/h (10 
mph), slower than a bicycle! Today's sports cars can reach over 400 km/h.

TRY IT YOURSELF!

The Friction Surface Experiment

What you need: toy car, smooth wooden floor or table, carpet or rug, rough 
sandpaper

1. Push your toy car gently along the smooth floor and watch how far it 
travels.

2. Now push the car with the same force along a carpet and observe the 
distance.

3. Finally, push it across rough sandpaper and measure the distance 
again.

4. Record your results: which surface let the car travel the farthest?

What did you discover? More friction means the car stops sooner! Smooth 
surfaces create less friction (the car travels far) while rough surfaces create 
more friction (the car stops quickly). Your car brakes work the same way, 
pressing brake pads against the spinning wheel creates friction that stops the 
car.
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VOCABULARY BOX

Engine: The machine that converts fuel into mechanical motion to power 
the car

Piston: A cylindrical part that moves up and down inside the engine when 
fuel burns

Crankshaft: The spinning rod that converts the up-and-down piston 
movement into circular rotation

Transmission: The system that sends engine power to the wheels at the 
right speed and force

Cylinder: The tube-shaped chamber inside an engine where fuel burns 

Friction: The force that resists motion when two surfaces rub together 

Combustion: The process of burning fuel rapidly to release energy

QUIZ TIME! Test Your Knowledge

1. What part of a car burns fuel to create power? 
A) Steering wheel
B) Engine
C) Brake pad 
D) Tyre
Answer: B) Engine

2. What do car brakes use to slow the wheels? 
A) Water pressure
B) Magnets 
C) Friction 
D) Electricity
Answer: C) Friction

3. About how many parts does a modern car have? 
A) 100
B) 3,000 
C) 30,000
D) 1,000,000 
Answer: C) 30,000
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